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Flowers in the wine department: Loose floral vignettes at a Nugget Market in California
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were created with the help of Photoshop-altered watercolor renderings.

Freehand Means
Freedom for You
and Your Customer

SO many things in construction, in
concrete, involve straight lines. Or

rectangular shapes with right angles. Or,

if the architect is really bold, perhaps,
a skewed grid
at 45 degrees.
There are a few
nuts that opt
for circles, even
ellipses, and the
very occasional
freak asks for a
spiral.

Whether
more utilitarian
or more exotic, these are forms that
every general contractor and every
concrete guy is familiar with. We all
have the tools and the formulae to
produce these lines, angles and shapes.
But they require attention to detail, are
easy to be critical about and take time.
Time is money. And being judged when
your attention to detail was less than
just right is money with wings that flies

by Michael Miller
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out of your bank account or wallet.

As less of a structural and more of a
finishes guy, I have tools and formulae
too. And, very occasionally, I have to
use them. But we’ve been fortunate to
develop patrons who appreciate that
they get the best value (more “bitchin”
details, more art) when we’re able to
work freehand.

Freehand is faster, it’s more fun,
and it gives clients less opportunities
to judge us critically. Obviously, this
is good for us. It’s also good for them.
They’re able to enjoy surprises (and, boy,
does every job yield surprises) and they
don’t have to be judgmental. It's amazing
how an 89.5-degree angle or a less-than-
perfect circle can turn an otherwise
great client into a real jerk. And who
wants to have to be a jerk?

One of our special clients is our
good friend and patron, Jeff Albright,
facilities director for California grocery
store chain Nugget Markets. Jeff must've
been a great kid to buy presents for. He
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Kelley Bu ' wields really big brushes and even mops

to'yield a'really big “watercolor.” Arttechniques such as
bleeds work equally well on rag paper and ground concrete.

lets you know what he wants and is then happy with what
he gets. “Grandma, I'd like a firetruck please. Oh great, a
police car ... I really love it!” Jeff is smart and he works hard
too. He’s also lucky and he knows it. He’s thoughtful, puts in
the time, and then accepts what the universe has in store for
him. Both Nugget Markets and the concretist have thrived as
a result of this.

The photos featured in this column are of our third
Nugget Market, where we worked with Jeff. The theme he
suggested was “sunflowers.” This was expanded into “florals.”
A ground and patina-stained field was punctuated with
loose floral vignettes delineating departments and specialty
areas. These ideas were elaborated through Photoshop-
altered watercolor renderings. Jeff and his Nugget crew were
responsible for the grinding, while the concretist treated this
“canvas” as one really big watercolor.

All layout and material application was by hand and
by eye, with no mechanical aids. If a petal was an inch off,
great! If it was a foot off, even better! This is a really fun and
liberating way to work. It makes you look forward to putting
in the extra time if, while in mid-process, it's determined
that another one or two sunflowers will really make the
composition. And it’s normally the artist or the artisan team
who makes this decision. No need to find Jeff. Better that he
be surprised.

The field was stained with Patinaetch stain by

!

Dye-and pigment washes allow.hudnces-of the ground concrete
sSubstrate, such as aggregate cross-sections and craze cracking;to:

~“show through. In California, these are.called “bitchin” det:_ails.

COLORS & RELEASES ~ SEALERS & WAXES
COUNTERTOP PRODUCTS ~ SOLVENTS & CLEANERS
Premium quality materials based on over 20 years of experience
Product training and support at our factory training facility
Distributor Opportunities: Tired of big corporate policies?
Contact us for an uplifting working relationship giving you

an increased profit margin and excellent customer service.
info@Kingdom-Products.com

See our complete product line at Kingdom-Products .com
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Concretist artist associate Martin Webb applies thinned water-based acrylic, intensely saturated with Deso Dye Concentrates and Aquacolors
from Colormaker. The layout and material application was done by hand and by eye, with no mechanical aids. That's one really big watercolor!

Colormaker and enhanced with Colormaker’s Deso Dyes
and Aquacolor micronized pigments. Floral vignettes were
produced with really large brushes, mops and sponges
applying saturated combinations of these same dyes and
pigments in a thinned-down water-based acrylic solution.
Art techniques such as bleeds work just as well on rag paper
or ground concrete. The floor was sealed by us with Surtec’s
Stone Seal and finished by Jeff’s guys with Surtec’s FS-600.
Both the seal and the finish were also water-based acrylics.

What's great about this system is that dye/pigment washes
allow all of the nuances of the substrate to show through
— aggregate cross-section, crazing, even the occasional
construction-related trauma such as spalls. This is both art
AND sensory concrete at its best! Jetf didn’t like it. Not at all.
He was surprised. And he knows he’s one lucky guy, blessed
really, so he loved it.

We're lucky, too, lucky to have had Jeff as our client and
to have been able to work by hand and by eye.

In between our second and this third market for Nugget,
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Jeff opened another store for which the budget was a bit
skimpy. He’s a really capable guy with a really capable crew.
He knew he couldn't afford the concretist on this one and
(thank God) decided to struggle through it himself. I give
thanks because what he was looking for was a 50,000-square-
foot checkerboard, with the squares further delineated by saw-
cut joints. No room for error! The only “art” was in templated
and blasted logos. He was able to eliminate our subcontractor
markup and did a really super job. It looked great. It also took
about five times as long as he thought it would to complete.

Hence, next store, he went back to the concretist working by
hand and by eye. ¥

Michael Miller is managing principal of the concretist, an association
of artists, craftspeople and others producing sensory-concrete art
and architecture in cement, stone, glass and steel. the concretist is
headquartered in Benicia, Calif., with additional locations in north
central Nevada and Southeast Asia. Miller can be contacted at
miller@theconcretist.com.
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New & Improved Lavina Planetary
Grinding & Polishing Machines
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These adaptors can be used for 10-3/4 inch,
270mm HTC machine heads.
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High Quality
Lavina 25 Pro
Floor Grinding and

Polishing Machine

Lavina 16 Pro
Floor Grinding and
Polishing Machine
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Lavina 20 Pro
Floor Grinding and
Polishing Machine
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Call NOW Toll Free

800-575-4401 <G

Available at:

Braxton-Bragg

www.braxton-bragg.com

Lavina planetary machines are used for a variety of grind-
ing. polishing and sanding applications. They provide su-
perior results on concrete, natural stone and also can be
used for wood sanding and floor maintenance.

One of the key features of the Lavina line is that it gets
closer to the wall edge than other competitive machines.
In most applications it will polish to within 1/8 inch of the
wall. They are also available in a variety of sizes.

* Hourly meter that keeps track of the hours worked
o Self-leveling skirt that keeps dust/dirt confined under the bowl

o Soft Start technology allowing for a smooth start and a progressive
power build-up

* Stackable weights with rubber bushings

* Adjustable handle bars with 6 positions

e Vacuum port for dry applications

* Variable speed motor bolted on top for easy access

SUPERABRASIVE

Quick Change System

* Available in 7” and 9" plates
« 3 different bonds fo suit the job:
Soft (yellow), Medium (grey),
& Hard (red) for concrete polishing
® Available in 1 or 2 button design

The Quick Change system is a new tooling alternative re-
placing Superabrasive's standard 7 and @ inch button
plates for LAVINA PRO, making for a simpler, reusable sys-
temn for metals. Instead of buttons that are welded to sin-
gle-use “disposable” plates, the Quick Change system
features replaceable trapezoid pads that easily slide in
and out of a reusable plate - no bolting required! Instead
of bolts or screws, the metal bonded trapezoid pads are
held info place by a tapered dove tail system, further
strengthened by a magnetic backing, making tool
changes a breeze!

or Fax Your Order

800-913-9901




